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Religious education  document-Sharing our story Parramatta 
diocese 

 Unit-Sacrament of marriage    Stage   3                                                                                           

Outcomes-O1) Jesus:  
Demonstrates an understanding and appreciation of Jesus in our 
lives in many ways, offering hope to the world. 
2)CHURCH: 
 Demonstrate an understanding and appreciation of the Church as 
being led by 
the Holy Spirit, as honouring Mary and as having a life and mission 
in which 
Individuals are called to various ministries of service. 
3)SACRAMENTS: Demonstrate an understanding and appreciation 
of the sacraments as special 
Gifts and celebrations of God’s love and as revealing the Holy Spirit 
at work in the Church.  
4)SCRIPTURE: 
 Demonstrate an understanding and appreciation of the nature of the 
Scriptures and how Scripture can be applied to their lives and to 
contemporary issues. 

5)Christian life: 
Demonstrates an understanding and appreciation of Christian life as 
a response to Gods love for us and of all creation in leadership and 
service of others and care for the earth. 
6)Prayer:  Recognising the centrality of God in our lives and as 
being expressed in special ways during liturgical feasts and seasons 

Indicators 
*Understand what the sacrament of marriage means symbols that represent it, 
preparation required for marriage 
 
*Students can design their own symbols of marriage that they believe 
represent the commitment to each other, God and the community. 
 
*Are able to list and order the sequence of the church ceremony of a catholic 
wedding and identify all components of the service. 
 
*Students are able to identify the core messages that the scriptures in the 
bible present on the sacrament of marriage. 
 
*Students are able to make connections between marriage vows and the 
Christian mission of loving, caring and respecting others and understand that 
the commitment of marriage requires the couples to live out the vows which 
are based on the teachings of the Gospel. 
 
*Are able to analyse scenarios of married couples and identify whether or not 
they are working together as a couple to live out the words of their vows and 
are able to identify ways that couples can interact with one another following 
the footsteps of Jesus. 
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Key Concepts 
God: giving us abilities to create and renew through 
the transforming presence of the Holy Spirit in the 
world; being central to our lives. 
Jesus: being present and active in us and in the 
church. 
Sacraments: special signs through which we 
receive the grace of the Holy Spirit; Baptism; Holy 
Orders and Matrimony. 
Prayer: helping us to live a life like that of Jesus. 
Church: a faith community with certain structures 
and in which individuals are called to various forms 
of service 
Christian Life: responding to God’s love, through 
the strength of the Holy Spirit; living fully and 
authentically God’s law of love; striving for justice 
and peace with compassion and love. 

Knowledge and understanding 

• Sacraments celebrate, challenge and 
nourish Christians  

• Sacraments are ritual celebrations, 
using words gestures, symbols and 
song, in which we meet Jesus 
through the action of the Holy Spirit. 

• The Scriptures tell the story of God’s 
saving love for us and challenge us to 
live Christian lives. 

• We respond to God’s commandments 
by treating each other with respect, 
love and compassion 

Skills, Values and attitude 

• To  understand the commitment process of 
marriage in Christians lives 

• To be able to identify the symbols,  rituals 
associated with the sacrament of marriage 

• Are able to connect the messages articulated in 
the scriptures about what marriage should be 
like. 

• Are able to understand the need for respect, 
value and love within a marriage  

                       Scriptures Genesis 1: 26-28 , * Ephesians 5:21-23 * Corinthians 13: 4-8 *  Ecclesiastes 4: 9-12, *Psalm128:1-4  
 

Activities Lesson 1 mind map and  web- quest o3 
 Teacher introduces the topic of marriage and together as class students construct a mind map on marriage. Once students 
ideas area represented on the mind-map, students are split into 5 groups who each get one of the following questions that they 
are to research on the internet:1)What preparation is necessary for the sacrament of marriage?  
2) A short description of the sacrament of marriage 
3) What happens in the marriage ceremony? 4) What are the vows of commitment 5) What symbols are used and what do they 
mean? After 20 mins of research, students come together as a class to share their findings for their section. Students take notes 
as the other groups present. (From information gained, students go back and add to their mind map.)Extension Ss can 
complete a newspaper  article on marriage from the information gained in the lesson and publish this 
 
 
 

Resources needed 

• internet 

• re books, 

• large A3 
paper for 
mind map 

 
Resources needed 
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Lesson 2 sequencing a marriage  o2 

Students watch a brief video of a marriage ceremony once. Teacher and students discuss the sequence of events that the 
couples go through. Ss then complete a worksheet that has boxes with the different components of a marriage service jumbled 
up. Students then work independently to order the events of a marriage ceremony and glue them into their re books. 
Extension Ss are to reflect on the sequence and components of a marriage ceremony and write a description of each stage. 
Also students can write their thoughts about the consequences of what would happen if one stage was missing. 

• Video and  
video-
recorder 

• Sequencing 
worksheet 

• Re books 

Lesson 3-matching activity and marriage posters o3Teacher and students recap past lessons on the sacrament of marriage 
and the marriage ceremony. 
In pairs, students complete a worksheet that requires them to match the questions based on marriage with the appropriate 
answer. E.g. - what are some of the symbols of the sacrament of marriage? Why do we exchange rings? (This should take 
approx 15 mins). Once students have completed the worksheet, in pairs they create a poster based on the information covered 
in worksheet. 
Extension: students write one question  for their partner to answer; students swap questions and research on computer to 
answer the written questions. 

• Worksheet 

• Cardboard 
for postes 

• Computer 
 

Lesson 4-discussing and responding to scripture readings. O4Wedding couples are encouraged to choose their own 
scripture readings. Students and teacher read through the following scriptures: Jn 15:9-12, 1Cor 13:4-8, 1Jn 4:7-12. together as 
a class they discuss the main messages conveyed about marriage and then answer the questions below 
What are some common themes in the readings? What are the challenges presented to the wedding couple? 
Extension: Ss write their own passage on marriage. 

• Holy bibles 

• Re books 

• Whiteboard 
for brain 
storming 
session 

Lesson 5. Investigating marriage vows and their implications for Christians. O1o5 Students are given an example of a 
marriage vow. “I take you to be my wife (husband). I promise to be true to you in good times and in bad, in sickness and in 
health. I will love and honour you all the days of my life.” In groups students are to discuss it’s wording, implications, and 
meaning for Christians, why this is an important vow for the sacrament of marriage and how this vow relates to the way in which 
Jesus lived his life when he was on earth- Students are then to research a vow that is important to them, write it in their books 
and answer the same questions 
Extension: Students are to write their own vow based on what they have researched and read. 

• Photocopy 
of the vow 

• Books/inter
net for 
researching  

• re books 
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Lesson 6 role-plays of moral Christian marriages. O1, 05 Read the picture book “I remember when” to students and discuss 
the way in which the husband in the story looked after his wife with the help of his son, as the wife was sick. Teacher and 
students then discuss how this family in the book was living out the true meaning of marriage which is to support one another 
not only in good times but in the bad to overcome the hurdles together. Teacher then presents students with scenarios that 
consist of moral dilemmas and examples of partners not following the Christian mission of loving, respecting and caring for one 
another. In groups of 4 students read scenario and discuss the following: What is wrong with the scenario? How would Jesus 
want this couple to behave towards one another? How can we change the scenario to be following the Christian mission? Then, 
two of the students are to role-play the old scenario and two of the students are to act out the new scenario. Groups present to 
class. EXT-write moral dilemmas of their own and write about what is going on and how it can be changed.  

• Picture 
book- I 
remember 
when 

• Assorted 
Scenario 
task cards. 

 

Lesson 7-Designing symbols that represent the sacrament of marriage  o3Teacher and students recap the unit so far on 
what marriage is, how the scriptures talk about marriage as a commitment. From the knowledge already gained Students design 
a symbol to show how the sacrament of marriage is an expression of love and commitment that builds up the unity and life of 
the community. 
EXT: Based on what symbol the students have drawn, they are to create an acrostic poem relating to marriage. The students 
would use the name of their symbol as the basis of their acrostic poem.   

• Art and 
craft 
equipment 
for 
symbols. 

 

 

Lesson 8-Designing marriage  booklet  o3, o4, o6) Using knowledge gained in unit about what marriage is and the symbols, 
students complete a marriage booklet which has 2  chosen bible readings,1 self written poem on marriage and all the symbols 
that represent marriage both their own and the church symbols and 1 chosen prayer. 
Ext- write a reflection on why they chose the various scripture for their booklet and what does each source represent to them.   * 

• paper for 
booklets 

• bible and 
computer 

Assessment=*  


